Your ADDRESS and POST CODEUse your own descriptive words and remove the “XX” and “YY” markers.

Your telephone number
Date - DD Month 2025/2026
XXXXX MP (or The Rt Hon XXXXX MP if a Privy Councillor)
Member of Parliament for YYYYYYYYYYYY
The House of Commons
LONDON SW1A 0AA

Dear [Name of your MP]  use https://www.writetothem.com/ to find their name and Constituency
I am a Musketeer/Gunner in the XXXXX Regiment of the King’s Army/Roundhead Association in The English Civil War Society.  We re-enact historical events within the seventeenth century in the UK see https://ecws.org.uk/
Please may I draw your attention to the recent proposals to combine the licensing of shotguns with Section 1 firearms?  I believe this will have unintended consequences in significantly increasing the bureaucracy (red tape) and costs of control of blank firing muzzle loading weapons in historical re-enactment societies without any increase in public safety.
The English Civil War Society (ECWS) exists to stimulate interest in the authentic recreation of Seventeenth Century life and in so doing to entertain and educate both our own members and the general public.  The ECWS has been in existence since 1980 and its predecessors date back to 1972.  We put on around 50 public events each year.  These range from one or 2 people lecturing to schools, through Living History events demonstrating civil and military life, to drill displays and skirmishes in the seventeenth century.  As an example, in 20XX we were involved in the displays/commemorations that took place in [within their constituency] to mark the [purpose of the re-enactments].  
In common with other re-enactment societies from the medieval period onwards, the majority of the muskets or cannons seen in action at ECWS events are “real”.  That means they are held under a Section 2 Shotgun or Section 1 Firearms Certificate.   The ECWS uses only muzzle loading muskets and cannons firing blank charges of black powder (gunpowder) by members holding an Explosives Regulations 2014 Black Powder Acquire/Acquire and Keep Certificate.  For obvious reasons of our own or public safety we do not fire any sort of projectile or shot.  I submit that muzzle loading weapons are not likely to be a terrorist or criminal threat.  So far as our society is aware there is no record of a muzzle loading musket or cannon having been used as a weapon in any criminal activity in UK since 1968.

I ask you to recommend an exemption for muzzle loading weapons when the Firearms Act 1968 is updated - similar to that included currently for theatrical performances.  In 1968 re-enactment was in its infancy and very few weapons were in use for that purpose.  Now, there are many well-established groups performing re-enactments as a recreation and for the education and enjoyment of the general public, a fact recognised within Europe which, until recently, had an exemption in its Firearms legislation for re-enactors holding black powder muzzle loading weapons. 
In the UK these groups of committed volunteers have a varied programme of public events, including many events organised by the National Trust, English Heritage and local authorities at historic sites.

Yours sincerely

